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Khonds had largely increased. The number of Kulta prisoners, including women and children, was about forty
Early on the morning of the 20th May the leading Khonds came in and demanded the surrender of all the property that the Kultas had. When this had been given up, the Khonds prepared to remove their prisoners from the house. The latter, who were now convinced that their lives would be taken, tried to hide themselves where they could, but one after another they were pulled from their hiding-places and hurried outside. Here they found hundreds of Khonds collected, armed with axes and bows and arrows. The wretched prisoners fell at the feet of the leading Khonds and begged them to spare their lives; but they were told that none of the men among them would be spared In the confusion one or two men did succeed in effecting an escape to the hills, and their story was told before Col Ward when he made a judicial inquiry into the circumstances The women, however, and most of the children were spared The harrowing details of what followed were furnished to CoL Ward by the bereaved women and by the Khond prisoners themselves; for the latter were far too simple to deny their guilt, and gave what were shown to be clear and accurate accounts of what had occurred
Twenty Kultas were murdered in cold blood There may have been more , but twenty murders were proved. One old Kulta who had got a little way out of the thickest of the confusion was discovered by some of the Khonds. He came towards the foremost among their leaders in an attitude of supplication, holding grass in his mouth as a token of abject submission* The fierce Khond struck off the old man's head with one stroke of his axe and filled a small vessel he carried with the blood. This he intended to pour upon some of the fields belonging to himself and some of his friends, as an offering to the earth to secure her bountiful response to their agricultural efforts The otljer men were not murdered at once; but the leading Khonds from the various villages which they represented were allowed to select victims, who